
JCB BACKHOE LOADER l YOU’RE IN CONTROLPutting you in complete control

Servo controls are more suited to the operator with less

backhoe experience (who is more likely to have learned

on excavators and minis), or the experienced backhoe

driver who wants to move to a more ergonomic style of

operation. We offer two different servo control systems:

EasyControl which uses servo excavator controls, and

Advanced EasyControl which uses servo excavator and

loader controls.

Both servo systems are easier and more comfortable to

use, and offer increased visibility when excavating. There

is a choice of ISO+ or SAE+ control patterns (also

available on Manual Control along with JCB X pattern)

to suit different operator preferences. On both

machines you can also opt for the ability to select

between the two patterns for maximum versatility.

So from the most experienced backhoe operator to

the excavator-trained novice, JCB backhoe loader

controls allow you to achieve the very highest levels of

productivity and profitability . . . putting you in control

of greater earning power than ever.

The JCB backhoe loader is the world number one. 

For 55 years it’s been at the head of the pack in terms

of pure innovation. During that time we’ve introduced

numerous pioneering developments – such as

powershift, TorqueLock, four-wheel drive and Powerslide

– to make the operator’s life easier. Not to mention a

class-leading environment that offers incredible comfort,

ergonomics and visibility.

Now, continuing our reputation for leading the backhoe

market, we offer a choice of three control types to suit

every possible operator requirement.

Manual Control is for the

traditional operator who

has used this system for

years to great effect, giving

you the control pattern,

digging position and control

feel that you’re used to 

and prefer.
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CONTROL OPTIONS SUMMARY

Manual Control EasyControl Advanced EasyControl

Typical operator Traditional backhoe operator

Excavator controls Manual Servo Servo

Loader controls Manual Manual Servo

JCB X (Diagonal) ISO+ ISO+

Control patterns ISO+ SAE+ SAE+

SAE+ Optional switch between both Optional switch between both

Pump type Gear pump Gear pump Variable flow piston pump

Optimum hydraulic flow (l/min) 136 (92hp), 143 (100hp)* 143 (92hp), 154 (100hp)* 165

Flow sharing No No Yes

Extradig operation Rocker pedal by right foot Proportional switch on right joystick Proportional switch on right joystick

Auxiliary (eg hammer) operation Floor button by left foot Floor button by left foot Thumb switch on left joystick

6-in-1 operation Shadow lever next to loader lever
Proportional switch on

Proportional switch on right joystick
loader control lever

Available on All 3CX and 4CX machines
3CX (92 or 100hp), 

3CX Contractor, 4CX
3CX Super, 4CX

*Pump size may vary by territory.

Traditional backhoe operator 

wanting better ergonomics

Operators who are unfamiliar

with manual backhoe controls

Operators who want the same 

full f low sharing, smooth operation 

and hydraulic performance 

as an excavator or mini
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Manual Control

For many operators, Manual Control remains the standard for operating a backhoe loader. On this system, both the

excavator and loader controls are manual floor-mounted levers.

At JCB we recognise that some more traditional operators still prefer this way of working and indeed, can use it to

achieve superb levels of productivity. So we continue to offer this system that so many know and love.

Manual Control offers a choice of three control patterns: JCB X (Diagonal); SAE+ (boom left, dipper right) and

ISO+ (dipper left, boom right), the last of which is based on excavator and mini excavator control patterns.

HOW IT WORKS

● Two floor-mounted levers control the excavator operations, providing excellent feel and feedback of the

hydraulics, while the loader is operated via a manual floor-mounted control lever to the right hand.

● To operate the excavator auxiliary circuit (eg hammer) the left foot pushes the floor button, and lifts off to stop.

● To operate the Extradig the right foot pushes a rocker pedal – forwards out, backwards in.

● To operate the 6-in-1, use the shadow lever next to the loader control lever.

EasyControl

More of today’s operators are opting for servo controls because of the ergonomic benefits of fingertip control, a more

comfortable digging position, and greater visibility when excavating. In addition, many operators learn on excavators

and minis which tend to offer servo controls as standard.

For these reasons, we have introduced EasyControl, a system which moves excavator controls from floor to seat,

significantly improving visibility and comfort, and features servos for a light touch. EasyControl gives similar hydraulic

feel and feedback to the Manual Control system. There’s a choice of SAE+ and ISO+ control patterns (including an

option to switch between the two), and the seat-mounted controls allow you to operate the excavator while facing to

the side, giving you the benefit of greater comfort and visibility.

HOW IT WORKS

● The excavator is operated using the two seat-mounted, servo-control joysticks while the loader is operated via a

manual floor-mounted control lever to the right hand.

● To operate the excavator auxiliary circuit (eg hammer) the left foot pushes the floor button, and lifts off to stop.

● To operate the Extradig the right-hand thumb uses the joystick-mounted proportional rocker switch – 

left in, right out.

● To operate the 6-in-1 use the proportional rocker switch on the loader control lever.

Advanced EasyControl    

Advanced EasyControl is the ultimate in backhoe loader controls, with the same excavator operation as EasyControl.

The main difference is that Advanced EasyControl also offers servo controls for the loader, via the right-hand seat-

mounted joystick rather than a floor-mounted control lever. SAE+ or ISO+ control patterns are available, or there

is the option to switch between the two to tailor the machine for different operator preferences.

High output variable flow hydraulics provide full f low on demand for increased fuel efficiency, faster digging cycles

and maximum productivity. Combined with flow-sharing which proportions the hydraulic flow to give exceptionally

smooth operation, this system is most similar to excavators and minis. In addition the seat-mounted controls allow

you to operate the excavator while facing to the side, giving you the benefit of greater comfort and visibility.

HOW IT WORKS

● The seat-mounted servo joysticks control all major machine operations, with left and right levers for the

excavator, and right hand only for the loader. To select between loader or excavator operation, use the rocker

switch below the right-hand joystick.

● To operate the excavator auxiliary circuit (eg hammer), there is a thumb-operated button on the left joystick.

● To operate the Extradig the right-hand thumb uses the joystick-mounted proportional roller switch – 

left in, right out.

● To operate the 6-in-1 use the same roller switch on the right-hand joystick.

An over-ride switch on the right

joystick allows operation of the

excavator while facing forward, 

or the loader while facing backward.
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